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TO ALĪNA ANDRUŠAITE 
For information: Ministry of Foreign Affairs State Joint Stock Company “Road Traffic Safety Directorate”
Regarding Latvia’s potential accession to the 1949 Convention on Road Traffic
The Ministry of Transport has reviewed your application of July 29, 2026, forwarded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, regarding Latvia’s potential accession to the Geneva Convention on Road Traffic of September 19, 1949, and provides the following response.
Japan is a contracting party to the Geneva Convention on Road Traffic of September 19, 1949 (hereinafter – the Geneva Convention), whereas Latvia is a contracting party to the Vienna Convention on Road Traffic of November 8, 1968 (hereinafter – the Vienna Convention). In accordance with the requirements of the Vienna Convention, the State Joint Stock Company “Road Traffic Safety Directorate” issues International Driving Permits following the model specified in that convention.
The Geneva Convention is an active international legal instrument, but as it was adopted in 1949, its framework is not fully adapted to modern road traffic and vehicle technical development requirements. Work on a comprehensive update and adaptation of the convention to modern conditions is not currently underway.
The International Driving Permit format specified in the Geneva Convention differs from the format provided under the Vienna Convention. Therefore, if Latvia were to accede, it would have to ensure the issuance of a second type of International Driving Permit.
At the same time, it must be noted that joining the Geneva Convention would create obligations for Latvia not only regarding the issuance of International Driving Permits, but also concerning compliance with other requirements of the convention. Several of these differ from the legal frameworks currently applied in Latvia and the European Union, for example:
· Vehicles participating in international traffic must display a separate national distinguishing sign—an oval containing the country code abbreviation—in addition to the registration plate;
· The maximum speed limit specified for mopeds is 50 km/h, whereas under modern regulations, it is 45 km/h;
· The maximum allowable vehicle dimensions, weight, and axle load values specified in the convention are generally lower than those currently permitted;
· The categorization of driving licenses in the convention does not align with modern regulations, as it does not provide for categories such as AM, A1, A2, and C1, among others.
The Ministry of Transport informs that in accordance with Section 47 of the Road Traffic Law, driving licenses issued in Japan can already be used to drive vehicles in Latvia under specific circumstances. However, this Latvian legal provision does not inherently obligate Japan to recognize driving licenses issued in Latvia.
As an alternative solution for the recognition of Latvian driving licenses in Japan, the possibility of concluding an intergovernmental agreement between Latvia and Japan on mutual recognition of driving licenses has been evaluated. The question of Latvia joining the Geneva Convention has also been previously assessed to enable holders of Latvian driving licenses to drive vehicles and use car rental services in Japan.
In previous discussions regarding a potential intergovernmental agreement, the Japanese side indicated that, in the view of Japanese experts, Latvia’s road safety indicators are currently insufficient to conclude such an agreement. Consequently, the possibility of concluding an intergovernmental agreement is closely linked to the further improvement of Latvia’s road safety performance.
Additionally, the Ministry of Transport informs that negotiations with Japan regarding an intergovernmental agreement are regularly revisited, and Japanese experts are kept updated on Latvia’s road safety metrics and their changes.
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